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March 12, 2021 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  BOR Hearings March 17 & 18, 2021 

 

Assistant City Manager Natalie 

Dean reports the City has released    

a Request for Proposals (RFP) this 

week for the ownership and 

rehabilitation of 504 E. Telegraph.   

 

The RFP can be found on the  

City’s website at:  

www.cityofdowagiac.com/about 

us/City requests for proposals. 

 

The application to the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources                       

Trust Fund Grant for Riverside Park                     

is complete and is being submitted.   

Staff is already receiving calls from interested people for the Neighborhood Enhancement 

Program (NEP) grant.   Mandatory trainings for the NEP Round 6 start next week and the City 

is forecasting that applications will be available the first week of April. 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski reports, that with signs of spring, we are in                                

the process of compiling lists of water/sewer/winter grounds restoration sites & road patches.  

Brush and leaf pick-up continues.  A regular schedule for pick-up had been planned and a                 

flyer will accompany utility bills regarding the 2021 Brush & Compost Waste Disposal 

Program.  Pot-hole patching continues and straightening of city parking lot signs is in the 

process.  Irrigation repairs at Rotary and clean-up from an unfortunate accident that damaged               

a headstone and new tree at the cemetery are also underway. 

 

Anticipating the start of the Beckwith Park project, bricks are being prepared and underground 

electric has been disconnected.  The library provided the city with a few lamp-post bases to 

keep in inventory. 

 

http://www.cityofdowagiac.com/about%20us/City%20requests
http://www.cityofdowagiac.com/about%20us/City%20requests


Reliable Generator was in to assess the Nubour back-up generator and one of the portables, 

finding a bad turbo on the Nubour, and a bad switch on the portable.  We await quotes for the 

repairs.  Corrpro was in to perform the annual cathodic protection testing on both Riverside and 

Rudolphi water towers.  DPW repaired the packing of a leaking valve on Well #22, and also 

repaired a CCWS hydrant that was struck at Cora and Crooked Creek.  The crew investigated 

the backwash line from the WTP to the discharge.  With operator Keith Moss leaving, we 

worked with F&V to complete and submit an updated Operator Designation Form.  Working 

with EGLE, the valve-turning program was finalized; and, the crew made good progress turning 

valves this week.  Responses due Tuesday and Wednesday for the City Water System Sanitary 

Survey were submitted, also requesting extensions for some of the items. 

 

Sanitary sewer issues at residences on W. Prairie Ronde, N. Mill, and Florence were 

investigated.  CT electric was at the WWTP to trouble-shoot several items.  They determined 

the grit-screw is in need of a new gearbox, repaired the backwash tank motor, and found that the 

lagoon pump VFD has failed.  We are issuing a PO for a replacement.  F&V also submitted the 

annual Sara Tier II, Title III report. 

 

SC Drain Cleaning assisted with a sewer clog at the grounds garage.  Roberts Service Company 

prepped Twistees for the coming season.  SLS was in to review a potential building split at 

Zeke’s.  Matt and Gordon attended a cemetery GIS web meeting.  And, Chief Mechanic Travis 

Greenwood had his last-day on Tuesday, leading to a posting to fill this position.  We wish 

Travis and his family well with their next endeavor. 

 

Airport Manager Oscar Azevedo reports the structural steel has been completed, interior 

partitions have begun and electoral work will commence on Monday 

 

                        
 

Remember to “spring” ahead this weekend! 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


